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BIO2CARE A project that cares fothe
environment

A Few Words for our Project

Reinforcing protected areas capacity through an innova
YSGK2R2t 238 F2N) adzadl Ayl oAfA
funding under the GreecBulgaria 20142020 territorial
cooperation programme. BIO2@K falls under the Priority Axis 2
Sustainable and Climate adaptable CtBssder area, Themati
Objective 6: Preserving and protecting the environment

promoting resource efficiency, Investment Priority 6d: Protec
and restoring biodiversity, doiprotection and restoration ani
promoting ecosystem services including NATURA 2000 and
infrastructures.

In full compliance with CBC @&& 201420 objective, BIO2CAF
LINRP2SOU0 2@SNJI f f 202S0O0AODS

Management Bodies (PA B8) efficiency and effectiveness in
AYY20FGA0S YR AYGS3INFGSR

cooperation in a very concrete and wdkfined approach
BIO2CARE main objective is to enhance PA MBs administ
capacities on the benefit of biodivergitas of local communitie:
This is in full compliance with programme priority specific objec!
a¢2 SYyKFIyOS (0KS STFFSOUAQSYySa
The BIO2CARE proposed decisimaking platform could become

valuable tool for understanding the activities and quantifying tt
respective impacts on biodiversity (e.g. measuring ecolo



footprint, carbon footprint and water footprint). The monitogr
activities proposed will give a competitive advantage in mana
bodies to enhance their capabilities of protecting the areas
interest and mitigating illegal activities. Small infrastructures
pathways accessible by disable people will make PAse
attractive to new audience never been attracted so far, while
attract new target groups for neighboring businesses. At the s
time this will be PAs contribution to social coherence. To fur
more support entrepreneurship on surrounding area©BCARI
will establish the process of awarding an ecolabel, a quality sct
that will help local businesses to show a qualitative distinct
surpassing competitors.

BIO2CARE applies an integrated approach responding to PAs
environmental systemdt will deliver a wide range of differentiate
outputs. Its main deliverables are:

(D.1) a set of studies,
(D.2) one set of monitoring equipment fully operational per coun

(D.3) two sets of ICT applications antbels for valorizing, studie
and data produced from monitoring systems per country,

(D.4) two small infrastructures certified for disabled people use
(D.5) one common labeling scheme,

(D.6) training sessions and

(D.7) one Policy Recommendations Report.

D.1, D.2, D.3 will form the emstial components of one integrat
Decision Support system (DSS) per country, that could op
separately or jointly on the Cro®order area. D.4, D.5, D.6 v



feedback DSS. Lessons learned during BIO2CARE impleme
and scientific results from stlies will form the D.7 output, to b

discussed during last quarter of project with local, regional
national authorities.

Riparian forest, river Nesto€redits: Municipality of
Nestos




Expected Results of BIO2CARE project

BIO2CARE project intervention logic was developed based o
theory of change, taking into account the attempted changes a
basis for a result orientated project. It will succeed s

(1) by producing new knowledge (WP3),
(2) by applying to PA MBs new procedures and tools (WP3&

(3) by setting the first solid foundations for one common or tw
commonly operating crosorder Decision Support systenrs)
(WP4),

(4) by setting in operation two joingl designed sets of
monitoring equipment and exchanging information produced by
them (WP4),

(5) by setting in force an eclabeling award scheme to help loc
businesses to overcome possible disadvantages emerge from
protection status that apply (WP4),

(6) by makimy PAs accessible to disable and aged persons (W
5),

(7) by training specific target groups with training sessions an
workshops (WP5),

(8) by aware target groups and wide audience (WP2),

(9) by contributing to a better policy making through Policy
Recommendations Report (WP5).
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Riparian frest, river NestoEredits: I\/Iunicipality of
Nestos

As BIO2CARE project is devoted to change, at the end
implementation major positive impacts will be identified on PA |
capacities and on localusiness communities. The development
the two etools will increase the managerial capacity of the PA |
In order to improve the management of the PAs as systems, d
and prioritize the necessary improvements. The combination !
highttech monitorhg systems (both for fauna/flora and for illeg
activities) will furthermore contribute to the improvement of P
environmental status. Small technical works (pathways),
provide a steady groundwork for the promotion of green touri
without discrimiration, for every disabled and/or aged person
enjoy the natural beauty of the PAs. This social approach of ¢
tourism that is coupled with the promotion of the silver econo
approach is expected to be a starting point for the establishmel
similaractivities in both countries.



Our Partnership
We Cooperate! We Act Jointly and We All Win!

Democritus University of Thrac€DUTh- LB) is represented in th
Project by The Laboratory of Environmental Management al
Industrial Ecology (LEMIEghich is one of the laboratories of tt
Department of Production and Management Engineering of
Engineering School of Democritus University of Thrace. L
provides training for undergraduate and postgraduate student
the Faculty of Engineering irenvironmental managemen
industrial ecology, environmental technology, industrial proc
systems and principles of sustainable development in Enginee
The main objective of LEMIE research activities is to increas
environmental sustainability ofndustrial systems through th
development and adaptation of sustainable practices
strategies. LEMIE aims at realistic and applicable solutions bas
holistic and innovative approaches and tools of Industrial Eco
The research activities and aerests of LEMIE extend to tt
following subjects:

1 Sustainable Developmenfroduction:

V Development of methodologies for assessing the sustainal
of industrial systems

V Analysis of the life cycle of technical systems
V Development of symbiotic eemdustrial actions

V Social operational licensing of industrial systems



1 Environmental Management:
V Environmental Impact Analysis

V Development of Sustainable Energy Action Plardressing
Climate Change

V Assessment of Carbon Footprint and Carrying Capaci
technical and wider systems

1 Environmental TechnologyAir Pollution:

V Assessment of indoors and ambient air quality with emph
on suspended particulate matter

The Municipality of Nestos (PB3)s located at the eastern mo
point of Macedonia (Kavala regional unit) having Chrysoupoli,
capital city. It has a size of 679 km2 and a populatior
approximately 22.330 inhabitants. It is a place of unparall
beauty with a diverse geophysical landscape. It has a
mountainous mass with traditional villages, forests with beecl
Municipality of Nestos has been inherited with significant nati
and cultural heritage capital as the historical nucleus of Supoli,
the archaeological trade city of Pistyros, ancient Topeiros of Rc¢
Via Egnatia, Lithochori with the burials of the horses, the impc
Monastery of Nikites, the Delta of Nestos, Keramoti with

emerald waters and the fine white sand as wedl the larges



riverside forest in Europe, Kotza Orman. Municipality of Nesto:
key transit node, as in its limits operates the airport "Me:
Alexandros", as well as the port of Keramoti, through whic
ensured a freight and passenger traffic to Tomby ferry.

The wetland complex of our municipality is one of the m
important in Greece, due to high biological, aesthetic, scien
educational and geomorphological value. The habitats of the Ne
Delta show an exceptional variety and make upmasaic that
favours wildlife. Our main objective is to enhance the nati
environment and protect the habitats of rare flora and fauna t
inhabit and breed in the area.

The area around the Nestos River is full of history, which, starts
the Paleokhic Age. Thracian territory until the time of tf
Macedonians and constantly inhabited in the years of the Ro
and Byzantine Empires, the area around Nestos remair
bounteous archaeological field for research and study.

Due to large scale irrigatigorojects, Chrysoupoli is nowadays t
center of agricultural production on the western side of the Nes
Delta. Agricultural cooperatives standardize and export a |
number of agricultural products to foreign markets. The kiwis
the asparagus of N&ss is considered to be of top quality and th
are the most important exported agricultural products. At t
lagoons of Keramoti (Vassova, Erateino, Agiasma) stand out th
hatcheries with sea breams, crabs, mussels, sardines and mi
Nowadaysth& b S&d 024 3IS20KSNXIf FAS
specialized in the production of decorative and floricultural plar

Website:http://nestos.qr




The Greek Biotope/Wetland Centre (EKBYB4)has its roots ir
the Goulandris Natural History Museumv(w.gnhm.g) founded in
1964; by its statutes (Presidential Decree 1220/B/2002),
Museum is mandated to conduct research and education activi
According to the same legislation, the aim of the Museum is
GLINPY2UA2Y 2F yI { dzNdnéouszEdusatoy €
man, so that through knowledge he may return to the respec
VIGdzZNE |a GKS. az2tS a2dz2NOS 27

EKBY was established by the Museum in 1991, in Thessa
Greece, with funding from the European Union and the Ministr
the Enviremment. Its facilities are located at The Farm of

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki; with an area of 1,200 sq
meters, they include office spaces, a laboratory, a library
reading room, a lecture hall, meeting spaces, etc.

The overall objectie of EKBY it i 2 LINRPY20S
management of renewable natural resources in Greece and «
I NBIlF & 2F 0KS aSRAGSNNI ySFy

EKBY has extensive experience in the implementation o
legislation and policies, including the Water Framekvbirective,
the Habitats and Birds Directives and Biodiversity Strategy, a<
as In surveillance and monitoring of sites/habitats/spec
monitoring waters bodies, management planning for Natura 2
sites and other protected areas, environmental estation,
public awareness, education and training. It maintains rich arct
with environmental information and operates the biodivers
portal (www.biodiversityinfo.gr) with more than 200,000 visits p
year. Its contribution has been acknowledgeglthe EU (e.g. Be!
LIFE and Natura 2000 awards).

Website:www.ekby.qgr
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Delta, river Nestoredits: Municipality of Nestos

TheNational Confederation of Disabled Peopld.C.D.R.PB5), is the
umbrella organization representing the disability movement
Greece. N.C.D.P. was founded in 1989, as agonofit legal entity, by
organizations of people with disabilities and their families in orde
copy with issues of comaom interest related to any kind of disabili
and therefore, is a strong, independent representative body fol
disabled people in the Greek state. Today, N.C.D.P. has more the
memberorganizations that deal with all kinds of disabilities. -
N.C.BPt ®Q& YAadaAazy Aa 02 0O2Y0l U
disabilities and protect their constitutional and human rights as
as the rights of their families. Its goal is the equalization
opportunities for people with disabilities in all areaslit¢, including
the area of employment. Over the last years the N.C.D.P. has
worked very hard for the implementation of the provisions of f
United Nations Convection on the Rights of Persons with Disab
(UNCRPD), which was ratified by the ékr&tate in 2012 (Greek Lz
4074/2012). The N.C.D.P. is a founding member of the Eurc
Disability Forum (E.D.F), which is the umbrella organization of pe

Pagell



with disabilities and their families in European Level. In relatio
Bio2care, our hope at.8.D.P. is that this innovative project will se
precedent and a reference for many others to recognize t
responsibility (and benefits) to provide access to all and to
working all together towards opening the door to nature for peo
with disabilities.

Website:www.esamea.gr

The Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Waters
Blagoevgrad(RIEW(¢ Blagoevgrad), PB6, is a subdivision and
administrative structure of the Ministry of Environment and Wat
of Bulgaria, ensuring the implementation of the state policy
environmental protection at regional level. The main responsibill
of RIEW Blagoevgrad are:

Water management policy

Policy in the field of management of hazardous chemicals
Policy in the field of waste management and soil protection
Policy in the field of protection of atmospheric air purity
Policy in the field of bidiversity conservation

= 4 4 -4 A 5

Policy - assessment and management of the environmel
impact

1 Policy in the field of enhancing control activity

The objectives of RIEVBlagoevgrad controlling activities derive frc
the mission and strategic objectives of thanistry of Environmen
and Water for preservation and improvement of the state of
environment, reasonable and effective use of natural resources
ensuring the reproduction, preservation of the diversity ¢
restoration of the ecosystems and the sers they provide.
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Rila National Park DirectorattRNPD), PB7, is a specialized regi
authority of the Ministry of Environment and Waters which |
among its goals to preserve and maintain biological diversity
protect wildlife in the Park, and to foster scientific research as
as opportunitiesfor developing tourism and ecologically sou
sources of livelinood for the local populatigkll activities within the
Park are carried out under the direction of a ten year Managen
Plan, approved by the Council of Ministers (Cabinet) of the Ref
of Bulgaria.

The National Park Directorate comprises a Central Office, bas
Blagoevgrad, and eight local branch offices responsible
management of the respective nine Park sections: Blagoev
Belitsa, Yakoruda, Belovo, Kostenets, Borovets, Bglar,
Govedartsi, and Dupnitsa. A Visitor Centers operates at the R
Complex of Panichishte and town of Samokov and pro\
information and guidance to tourists and visitors to Rila Natic
Park.

The SouthWest University of Neofit Rilski in Blagvgrad(SWU),
PB8, is a state institution that offers training in Bulgarian and En
in 71 Bachelor's, 100 Master's and 74 specialized PhD progran
With its 38years history, the SWU has subjugated a leading pos
in the scientific and educatiohapace both in Bulgaria and Eastt
Europe. The basic structures of the University include the follo
faculties: Law and History; Natural Science and Matheme
Economics; Public health, health care and sport; Pedac
Philology; Philosophy; Artsnd Engineering.
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SWU employs over 800 lecturers including professors, assc
professors and assistant professors who provide training in diffe
scientific fields for about 14 000 students of whom 700
international. The University provides boamdchaccommodation ir
three canteens and two renovated dormitories. Its library posse
over 200 000 volumes, anreading room with free access to ti
data bases of EBSCO Publishing, Science Direct, SCOPUS,
Sciece and ProQuest Central. The Careatr€ provides quality ail
and services to help the SWU students obtain adequate profess
advice as well as support for the university graduates in fin
suitable positions at the labour market.

The Pirin Tourism Forum (PTPB9, is a Bulgarian NGO establis
In 1997 as the successor of the thrgear Project for Eco an
Sustainable Tourism in Pirin and Rila (PREST;188%) funded by
the British Environmental Know How Fund. The founders \
municipalities from Blagoevad District and the Pirin National Pe
Directorate. The PTF acted as the regional tourism boarc
Southwest Bulgaria for about 13 years. At present, it rather ha:
character of a product organization focused on the developmel
sustainable tourisnall over Bulgaria but also in the border areas
neighbouring countries.

The types of activities of PTF are: (1) strategic planning in the
of tourism and environment protection incl. Management Plan:
protected areas; (2) development of humarsoeirces for tourism
Incl. trainings, information and awareness raising, disseminatic
good practices, exchange and study trips, etc.; (3) inventory
evaluations of tourism and environmental resources;

development of tourism services and productath focus on
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heritage interpretation, incl. thematic trails, visitor cente
expositions, folklore demonstrations, culinary tasting, etc.;
information provision of tourism, incl. tourism databas
dissemination of printed and electronic informatiosignposting
etc.; (6) tourism marketing, incl. production of advertisem
materials and souvenirs, Web sites, fam trips for media and
operators, participation in travel fairs, etc.; (7) environmer
education and research, incl. development of uedtional
programmes and guidebooks, training of trainers, analysis of
components of environment, etc.; (8) project preparation ¢
management.

. I O R

PTF Culinary Weeke
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Implementation of BIO2CARE project

Since thebeginning of the project, LEMIE put focus on
recruitment of the right people that could bring their scienti
expertise on board, for the successful implementation of
BIO2CARE activities. All the procurement procedures rega
staff members fothe project have been completed on Janui
of 2018.

Since the procurement procedures for staffing were success
completed, the immediate work assignment for each W
Package followed. LEMIE staff members focused on the de|
description and contentlevelopment for several Deliverable
while, in compliance with the Lead Beneficiary role, distriby
relevant content to all project Beneficiaries, while ensut
efficient communication among all parties. As of the time of
first newsletter, the Delerables regarding the development
the methodological framework are nearly complets
showcasing promising results. At the same time, LEMIE w(
on the communication plan for the project, which is meant tg
finalized within the next few weeks.
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BIQCARE Project KiocK Meeting in Chrysoupoli, GR

¢CKS YAO]l 2FF aSSdAy3a 2F (K
Town Hallg City Council Room of the Municipality of Nest
Chrysoupoli, Greece on 446 of November 2017. The Mayor
the Municipality ofNestos, Mr. Tsompanopoulos welcomed 1
participants and highlighted the significance of the project s
the effective protection of the Nestos River and Lakes Vistg
¢ Ismarida is of prime importance to the Municipality of Nest
Mr. TsompanopouloS ELINS &84SR KA A& & dz
objectives and his belief that the project will be successful.

During the meeting LEMIE presented a more detq
description of the Work Packages, timeline and respec
deliverables and lead a discussion. Issussu$sed included th
allocation of specific responsibilities for each task and revie
budget allocation/STPP. Additionally, the Project Stee
Committee, Coordination, Quality Control Groups and
Leaders were defined and the Communication Plan
discussed. The KigBff meeting was very successful and
partners gained a clearer picture of their obligations and
objectives of the BIO2CARE project.
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The BIO2CARE team with the Mayor of the Municipality of Nestos during
the Kickoff meeting

The Kicloff meeting ended up with a TeaBuilding field trip where
partners had the opportunity to visit the Delta of Nestos Information
Center located in Keramoti, enjoy the natural habitat of the National Park

of Eastern Macedonia and Thrace and go-atching
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Municipality of Nestos (PB3)

During last semester Municipality of Nestos (PB3), has succeed
the following tasks:

1. Municipality of Nestos has conclude an External experts
Tender resulting to hire two experts.

2. It has participated in BIO2CARE 2i&{CRMeeting took place in
Xanthi 3031 October 2018. He has participated with three
experts, presenting partner achievements during last
semester.

3. It has consolidated an internal informal group of experts to
monitor and accelerate the smooth implementatiarf the
project.

D2.4¢ Official Project Website, accessible to all

NCDP, PB5 in BIO2CARE, designed a website dedicated to th
project, for communicating widely the objectives, the activities and
the achieved results of Bio2Care (seevw.bio2care.ell. Ths
official website of the project follows contemporary best practices
for accessibility to people with disabilities and various adaptations
mechanisms, while it is fully conformant with the last standard of
W3C for accessibility WCAG 2.0, at the highessible level, i.e. at
level AAA. The website will be constantly updated with new
information and data, in all three languages: English, Greek and
Bulgarian.
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Interreg H

ethodology ror Greece-Bulgaria

Nl

1 Level AAA Conformance to Web Content
'l‘ Accessibility Guidelines 2.0
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Interreg @

Greece-Bulgaria

reas capacity througf
an Innovative
lology for

Partners PB6, PB7, PB8 and PB9
WP1

All BG partners have appointed their project management staff and
developed the initial project documents such as procurement plans
and others. They have provided input for the first project amendment
approved in February 2018. They have taken part in kiog-off
project meeting in Chrysoupoli, Greece, and the 1st Steering
Committee Meeting in Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria. Each partner has
appointed representatives for the project management and
monitoring bodies. PB9 has already undergone a process of
expenditue verification for the first project reporting period (20.&0
31.12.2017).
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WP2
D.2.1¢ Communication Plan

All BG partners have made initial contributions to the development
of the project Communication Plan; they have filled in the
Questionnaires for initial survey prepared by the LP, and have
provided inputs for p. € Communication activities and tools chose

¢ of the Plan. PB9 is working on the chapters of the Plan that are its
responsibility (9. Timetable, and 10. Information and Publicity
Guidebook).

D.2.2¢ Four project newsletters

PB9 has collected information from all other BG partners and have
provided the input for the Bulgarian part of the project territory. It
has also translated this first newsletter into Bulgarian language.

D.2.3¢ Promo material in three languages

Those are being currently specified in the draft Communication Plan
of the project. External service providers have been appointed
meanwhile and ready to begin work.

D.2.4¢ Project website and social media campaign

BG partners have provided initial inputs for the project veie in
terms of profiles and photos. PB6 has appoinédexpert to create
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project profiles in different social media (for example Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, YouTube and etc.) for the purpose of
acquaintance as well as project results distribution and
communication with the stakeholders and the general jwilaind to
update regularly created profiles by uploading the results and
information for the project to each created social media platform.

D.2.5¢ Presentations/contributions to external events

Has not started for BG partners.

WP3

D.3.1¢ Study on arftropogenic activities in the project territories

t .y KFIra RS@OSf2LISR mMm NBLEZNIA T2
| KI N O SNRAGAOaE X aCf 2NJ ¢ % a
G5SY23INI LIKAO / KFENIYOGSNRAGAOAaE X
I OGA QDA (@& eix2 Of.£dzA fAR AAYNR Odzf G dzNI £ |
GLYRAZAGNALFE ! O0AQGAGEED t.c KI &
YFOSNAFES F22R FYRSYIENHKST N a2
| QOUA@GAGEeéd ff GKS&aS NBLERNIa O2
NP and Blagoevgradska Bistritsa River catchment area in particular.
PB9 has also provided contributions with the SWOT and benchmark

analyses of the Bulgarian study area, the latter including comparison
with other protected areas outside of Bulgaria.
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D.3.2¢ Methodological framework for assessing the environmental
status of examined areas

t.c YR t.y IINB Ay 0GKS LINROSaa
various aspects of the methodology of carrying capacity (CC)

estimation and the assessing of the @owmental status of the
examined area.

D.3.3 ¢ Implementation of the methodological framework in two
intervention areas

Preparatory activities have been launched which include the
appointment of experts and preparation of technicgdecifications
for events.

D.3.4- Case study/model assessing the symbiotic potential of the
existing and future activities within the examined areas &
Comparative study based on the Life Cycle Approach, presenting the
benefits of circular economy for tle@vironment (existing situation vs
symbiotic situation)

Has not started for BG partners.
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Activities of BIO2CARE project beneficiaries

Event organized by Municipality of Nestos (PB3)

During last semester Municipality of Btes has informed th
participants of an Informative evening evenid prevent the
burning of the reeds in the Nestos plaiook place at the Municipe
Theater of Chrysoupolis on 28/11/2018. The event has [
organized by the Managing Authority of Nestoslta, Vistonida
Ismarida & Thassos, a former partner of BIO2CARE project
speakers were Mr. Hantzaras Alexandros from the Mana
Authority of Nestos Delta, Vistonidamarida & Thassos, NV
Panzartzidis Panagiotis Commander of the Chrysoupolisrd-
Brigade, Mr. Argyrakis Savvdaresident of the Rural Association
Nestos Municipality, Simoglou KonstantinesMsc Agricultura
Engineer Entomologist DAOK Drama. Municipality of Nestos tc
the challenge to present BIO2CARE objectives andaéssstrow ar
anthropogenic activity such the burning of the reeds will af
biodiversity and general health of Nestos plain and East Mace
and Thrace protected area.

http://nestos.qgr/Grafeie
Typou/Anakoinwseis/dtdrastiriotitesdimarxosdimotikidei
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EKBY is implementing WetMainAreas (Interreg Balkan
Mediterranean)

The Greek Biotop&Vetland Centre (EKBY, by its Greek initials
partner PB4 for BIO2CARE project) is also participating ir
implementation of another Interregroject.

The WetMainAreas project was launched in September 2017 u
the Transnational Cooperation Programme Balkéaditerranean
20142020 with the main goal to contribute to the protection a
conservation of wetlands, as a shared asset of the Be
aSRAUSNNI YSIY GSNNAUOZNE® LU
202S00AQSa au2z2 G4l 1S 2y GKS
SO2f 23A0If O2yySOuUA@GAGE | YR
It is carried out by researchers and competent authoritigem
Bulgaria, Greece, FYROM and Albania, who collaborate to ovel
national borders and build shared knowledge on biodiversity
transnational ecosystems. Its methodology combines na
conservation and satellite technology for the creation of ratgive
geoportal that will host the BalkanMed harmonized wetle
inventory. This is going to increase the visibility of their role
ecological connectivity and transnational ecosystem integratio
designated areas (national parks, NATURA 2000 sdessdr sites
Emerald sites). Within the project it is foreseen a Living
workshop for competent authorities of the four countries
cooperate for transnational action plans on BalkanMed wetl
natural and cultural heritage.
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HILCITICY

EUROPEAN UNION

Balkan-Mediterranean

PROJECT
IMPROVING THE CONSERVATION
EFFECTIVENESS OF WETLANDS

Project co-funded by the European Union and
National funds of the participating countries

.. NCDR, The National Confederation c
- Disabled People

The irony is that those who could gain t
| most from being in the nature, the disable
. have the hardest time getting in. All the
years we receive numerous complaints fr
=% disabled natue enthusiasts, about the lac

— of accessibility compliance of nature sitt

T

River Nést ¢ KSNBQa |yl ddNT £ -
YIS AN ol sizefits-| £ £ &a2f dziA2y >

nature of access.
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It is clear to us at N.C.D.P., after all these years, that there are
things to consider aside from accessibility laws: the waleging
needs of people with various disabling conditions; the partic
characteristics of each site; the potential impamn natural and
cultural resources; and the cost of infrastructure chandg&swyever,
LINEP OARAY 3 0SGGSNI I O0Saa G2
over.LY FIF OG0 LINRLRZ&SR 3JdzA RSt A
have a lot of builin flexibility, to nmake sure that increase
accessibility is balanced with protection of historic, natural,
cultural features. In some instances, providing reasonable acci
such as raised boardwalks over marshesn even mean bette
protection for fragile ecosystems. NOCP. over the years, has be
involved in various activities and groups working on such is¢
including into two more new Interreg projects related to t
capitalization of natural heritage assets for touristic purposes
www.4alkproject.euandwww.access2heritage.guand is willing tc

build on its previous past efforts (e.g., seevw.prosvasimes

poleis.euandwww.a4all.el) in order to introduce novel, inclusiel

oriented and accessibiltgentric, approaches for sustainak
development.
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RIEW, Blagoevgrad Managing Nature for the Future

RIEW- Blagoevgrad, PB6, is constantly implementing activities
the management of 81 nature sites (by 31.12.2017) of the Nati
Ecological Network, including:

1 Protected areas as part of the European Ecokigietwork of
NATURA 2000, a total of 27 areas:

V 12 areas for protection of wild birds (for 9 areathe whole
territory, and for 3- partially);

V 15 areas for protection of natural habitats and wild flora &
fauna (for 12 areas the whole territory, aml for 3- partially);

91 Areas protected by the Protected Areas A& in total (without
the sits falling within Pirin and Rila National Parks):

V Nature reserve 5;

V Maintained reserve 1;

V Protected locality 28;

V Natural phenomenorg 18;
V Nature parkg 2;

V National parkg 2.
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The protected areas cover about 40%
the territory which RIEVWW Blagoevgra
iIs responsible for. Manageme!
activities are oriented towards clear al
tangible benefits for nature and loc
population.

iver Nestos, Mun.
Nestos
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Rila National Park Directorate has a busy Environmente
Spring

RNPD has been implementing activities of the National Systel
Monitoring the Condition of Biodiversity throughout the year. C
of the priority activities for the implementation of the program
the maintenance and construction of modern means for nanmg
of species of conservation significance in their natural environmn
On the territory of the Park, monitoring is being carried of map
deposits of Galanthus elwesii in the Blagoevgrad Park section,
is also expected to be made for Brown beRuropean wolf, Re
deer (Cervus elaphus), Roe deer (Capreolus capreolus), Cape
(Tetrao urogallus) in the whole protected area. The informatio
getting summarized and analyzed every year and serves to
effectively protect and manage spesigheir natural habitats an
protected area. Traditionally, environmental education progre
and environmental campaigns are held annually with
participation of thousands of children in kindergartens, stude
and volunteers in the classrooms and ometterritory of the
National Park, as welUntil now, the team of the Directorate h
organized events for: World Wetlands Day, 26th Anniversary o
National Park, World Water Day, 50th Anniversary of
Designation of Skakavitsa Reserve, and WalthBDay, under the
motto "World without Pollution by Plastics". The Park Director
participated in the XXth National Student Feast "About our B
" on the occasion of the World Earth Day with an organ
information stand for the promotion of th&®ila National Park ar
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the biodiversity of the Park, and experts from the Park Directo
joined as jury in the respective directions of the stud
competition. What is forthcoming are the National Studk
| 2YLISGAGAZ2Y Sy aAletwnlaWwRrR t | v i
and the National Nature Conservation Prize in a literary compet
in the name of "Mimi Pramatarova" (the first Director of the Pe
on the theme "Climate is changing. Are people changing?"

At present, the Rila National Park Directoratefforts are oriented
towards the implementation of the Annual Operational Plan
Firefighting in the Rila National Park in 2018, the Annual Plan fc
Grazing of Domestic Animals and the Utilization of Hunting or
territory of Rila National Park; & of the Rila National Pa
Directorate for Monitoring of Wildlife, Plant Species, Fol
Ecosystems, Tourist Pressure in the area of the Seven Rila Lak
of Waters (running and standing) on the territory of Rila Natic
Park in 2018.
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The SoutiWest University of Neofit Rilski Cares Broadly
about the Environment

SWU- Blagoevgrad, PB8, is implementing in parallel several pro
related to better environment management. One of them is ca
GDNBSY tdzYL¥E YR Aa reg ¥y R&RmMmMe
GreeceBulgaria 20142020. The Lead Partner is the Aristc
University of Thessaloniki, and the other partners are
Technological Educational Institute of Central Macedonia, the Ea
Macedonia and Thrace Institute of TechnologyDepartment of
Business Administration, the Municipality of Pikkbortiatis and the
Municipality of Petrich. The project aims at better management
utilization of water, based on an innovative approach reducing pt
works and decreasing impact on wadeand the environment.

Another project funded by the samr
. programme, with acronyn
4 a.Gal/ 2yasSNpBSex y
Faculty of Economy as a Lead Part
and the Department ofForestry anc
4 Natural Environment of the Aristotl
® University of Thessaloniki. The proje
¥ aims at the conservation of ba
populations in two crosbkorder areas
between Bulgaria and Greece, incl., 1
o> development of joint database ar
.~ "% = assessment of populat2 Y a Q
e mapping  of bats habitats, dire
Riparian forestz Bl conservation measures such as deliv
Nestos,Credits: : :

of bat boxes and public awareness rais
activities.

Municipality of Nestos
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The Pirin Tourism Forum Is a Focus for Sustainable Tot
Development in Bulgaria

The PTF, PB9, has just star
a new project funded by th:
German Federal Foundatic
for the Environment (DBU
with the participation of two
German partners: the sme
¥ environmental

L 5 - S22 communications cmpany
Trainin 3l Terolog and BTEc¢ a
ST IS MKV S leI¥Ii] consulting association in th
field of sustainable tourism.

CKAA A& | LAE20 LINR2SOG Syida
dzft 3 NAF ¢ |yR AG @At F20dz
become specialized guides for the foreign hiking tourists intereste

Bulgarian nature. Therwill be a marketig element of the projec
too, incl.a Web platform and promotional materials. The project
end in AugusSeptember 20109.

The PTF has also finalized another project for sustainable tot
called Cros®order Fun Center, in partnership with tl
Environnental Association Planetum from Strumica, FYROM.
project was funded by EC through the Interi&A CBC Programn
Bulgariag¢ Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and built a €
border network of suppliers of tourism services who developed
are offering, via a special Web platform
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www.crossborderfuncenter.net, an array of modern and attract

tourism services based on heritage interpretation.

CROSS-BORDER
FUMCENTERN
EUN TENTER

i
N
ik

CBFC Project Meeting Marc@redits: Pirin Tdurism Foru
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Other news

Second Call of the InterreglPA CB(
Programme Bulgaria¢ Former Yugosla

Eae X M Republic of Macedonia Has Just Been Clo
May loth 2018was the deadline for submission of project proposals under
the Second Call of the Interrd§A CBC Programme BulgariaY ROMT he
budget of the call was 6,917,631 EUR, of which 85% provided by the EC anc
15%- by the governments of Bulgaria and FYROM9@2,189 EUR were
allocated to Priority Axisd Environment and 3,074,503 EUR to Priority Axis
2 ¢ Tourism, with focus on sustainable tourism. The eligible areas from
Bulgarian side include Blagoevgrad and Kyustendil Districts where a number
of valuable potected areas re located, including the bigger part of Rila
National Park. Nearly 200 project proposals have been submitted under this
call; contracting is expected up to 10 months after the deadline for
submission of applications.

New Programming Pera of the EEAM

== (Grants in Bulgaria

On May 23rd in Sofia, the programming agreements for the new
programming period (20132021) of the financial mechanisms of EEA and
Norway for Bulgaria were signed by the respective pariidss event was
accompanied by th celebration of the 10th anniversary of this programme
in the country. Earlier on, Bulgaria and Norway signed the first agreement
under the new period, granting 30.5 million BGN under the programme
GOYODBANRYYSY(d |yR [t AYLl (Sdsbfiqbniorrng,e F
management and improvement of the ecological status of marine waters,
waste management, and adaptation to climate change. Priority will be given
to projects building on the results from the previous programming period.
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The Parangalits&redits: Rila National Park

River Nesto<redits: Municipality of Nestos
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